POSSESS State Technology Committee Report
March 17, 2011
POSSESS Website:
· Improvements have been made to the underlying file structure of the website so pages and documents are not buried so deeply. Some file and folder names have also been shortened. If you have bookmarked pages that now have different web addresses, you will need to update your bookmarks.

Technology Training:

· We are reevaluating the need to offer the survey on training needs previously mentioned.
Information Technology Operations Committee (ITOC) and
VLSSE Technology Committee Meetings
Shared Support and VPN Access:

· In order to get new access, users need a COV (Commonwealth of Virginia) login
· It is preferred that LDSSs send a complete list of staff needing a COV login instead of sending a lot of separate requests for the same agency. Submit requests to Steve McCauley with the VDSS Department of Information Systems
Windows 7:

· Northrop Grumman will be testing Windows 7 during spring/summer this year

· VDSS will be a pilot state agency

· LDSS pilots will be needed following the state agency testing

PC Refresh:
· Some of the first generation laptops are due for refresh this year

· LDSS points of contact will be contacted if their agency has refresh-eligible equipment

· It was noted that the new laptops do not work with the old docking stations, so new docking stations will also be included, if needed

· In the coming months there will be postings on SPARK of the refresh dates for all computers
Child Care Automation:
· As of the end of February the project was 43% complete
· The next major event is system integration and user acceptance testing
· Supervisors of the pilot agencies have been asked to meet with the project team about the reengineering of business processes
· A presentation to the local administrative managers is scheduled for March 18, 2011

· Questions regarding this project should be emailed to VaCMS@dss.virginia.gov and answers are being placed on the VaCMS FAQ page at http://spark.dss.virginia.gov/divisions/dis/cca/files/intro_page/learn_more/faq.pdf 
· Training will begin in May 2011
· The implementation planning handbook will be issued 10 weeks before the system goes live

· Payments will be handled by the Department of Treasury. LDSSs will no longer cut child care checks
· Related broadcasts: 6712, 6792, and 6793 

Equipment Requests for New Hires:

· Robert Hobbelman should be notified as far in advance as possible of hardware needs so he can plan his budget accordingly
Benefit Services:

· ADAPT Purging - see broadcast 6744
· VNAN to ADAPT:
· Roll out will start in April with training beginning the month before rollout

· Training will begin in the Central Region and continue until all regions have been trained
· Related broadcast: 6718
Family Services (written report provided by Matt Wade):
· OASIS version 3.8 is being turned over to VITA on March 18th for packaging for roll out. DIS and DFS envision a 3-4 week version control with full roll out completed by April 8th.
· OASIS version 3.9 will feature SDM and CPS diversion and is still on schedule for release by 7/1/2011. The removal of Independent Living as a goal will also be featured in this release.
· Should Custody Assistance be approved it will likely be prioritized for OASIS version 3.10.
· SR 1297 is currently being reviewed by Information Security. This has delayed this release beyond March. A new date will be provided to the ITOC once DFS and DIS clear Security review.

· SR 1492 for ASAPS has been submitted and will include:

· UC44– System shall provide users with ability to populate forms
· UC55– Spell Check
· UC39– Search client BEFORE creating a new case
· UC45– Be able to see collateral information after a case is closed
· UC41– Create and maintain a wait list

· 41.1 Flag clients who have been on list 30, 60, 90 days

· 41.2 Allow user to print wait list

· 41.3 Search on wait list
· UC35– Reporting on Guardianship data

· 35.1 Manage Circuit Court list and to search for circuit courts for purpose of identifying to which courts to send reports and letters

· 35.2 Select from a list of standardized letters
· 35.3 Historical snap shot of Guardian tab
· VDSS, VDA, VDH and HHR will be releasing the following language in the near future:
As a participating agency in System Change initiatives, VDSS understands the importance of the No Wrong Door (NWD) vision and supports the NWD philosophy. However, due to budgetary and resource limitations, VDSS must adjust its commitment to building a data bridge to the NWD system at this time. Phase I of the plan, which is for VDSS to allow VDH staff direct access to ASAPS, remains in place. Phase II, which is the bi-directional interface between ASAPS and PeerPlace, will be re-examined as part of development of the HHR portal initiative.
ITOC meeting minutes are now available on SPARK at http://spark.dss.virginia.gov/divisions/dis/itoc/index.cgi. Feel free to contact me if you have technology issues that you would like addressed in the ITOC and/or VLSSE Technology Committee meetings.

Respectfully Submitted,

Crystal M. Thomas

Committee Chairperson
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