EASTERN REGION POSSESS
4TH QUARTER MEETING MINUTES

NORFOLK DEPARTMENT of SOCIAL SERVICES

September 12, 2012

Members in Attendance:

Shelia Jordan, Hampton DSS


Dena Ollie, Norfolk DHSS

Gail Martin, Norfolk DHSS


Patricia Moore, Hampton DSS

Patrina George, Hampton DSS 


Diane Doswell, Hampton DSS

Mary Cloud, Hampton DSS


Sandra Farrell, James City DSS

Bobbie Martin, James City DSS


Deborah Brown, Hampton DSS
Suzette Thomas, Southampton DSS

Meeting called to order at 11:00 a.m. by President Deborah Brown.

Greeting to all was given and a welcome to new members and first time participants which are as follows:
Gail Martin – Norfolk DHSS (renewing member)

Patrina George – Hampton DSS (new member)

Sandy Farrell- James City County (first time participant)

POSSESS members present proceeded with reading of June 13th meeting minutes. There were no additions or corrections. A motion for minutes to be accepted as read was made by Shelia Jordan and seconded by Bobbie Martin.
Financial report was given by Diane Doswell. The banking financial institute for POSSESS has been changed from Virginia Credit Union to Wells Fargo Bank. This is due to Wells Fargo Bank being a more centralized location. Explanation of all transactions made since the June 13th meeting was given. Checking Account balance, $1649.86. Savings Account balance $1987.16 .
Sunshine Committee reported sending a total of 8 birthday cards, 3 get well cards, and 1 sympathy card. A special thank you was sent to POSSESS from member Patti Baughman.

Fundraiser Committee report was given by Diane Doswell, Treasurer. The suggestion was made by Diane Doswell to do a 50/50 raffle for the Fall 2012 conference due to time constraints. The suggestion was agreed upon and unanimously voted on by present members. Mary Cloud will spearhead fundraiser for the 2013 Spring Conference.
Old business:

Introduction of new officers for the 2012-2014 term:


President – Deborah Brown, Hampton DSS


Vice President – Dena Ollie, Norfolk DHSS


Treasurer – Diane Doswell, Hampton DSS


Secretary- Suzette Thomas, Southampton DSS
Discussion was held concerning putting in place for meetings and conferences some activities that focused on the job classification and the importance of those associated with POSSESS.  All were in agreement and it was decided that further discussion would be necessary in order to proceed. It was then discussed that a committee will be formed to begin the process of gathering and dispersing information about POSSESS and what the organization does.  Pilot Project/Special Committee was formed as a result of the discussion. This committee consists of:
 
Patricia Moore -Volunteer Chair, Hampton DSS

Diane Doswell- Volunteer Co-chair, Hampton DSS

Cindy Cotton- Southampton


Bobbi Martin – James City
A food basket will be prepared to assist a family in the community from POSSESS. The basket will be filled at the December meeting. This year Norfolk will choose the family to receive the basket. 
New Business:
Scheduling on-going Quarterly Meetings and Locations:

1st meeting – September 13, 2012, Norfolk DHSS

2nd meeting - December 12, 2012, VA Beach DSS alternate James City DSS

3rd meeting – March 13, 2012, Prince George DSS

4th meeting – June 12, 2012, Southampton DSS

Vote was taken to change quarterly meeting time from 11:00a.m. to 10:30a.m. 

Attendance of meetings is very important and written in the by-laws. Each member is responsible for attending two meetings per year.
By –laws and Policy and Procedure Manual should be printed and kept by each member.

Fall conference email was sent and members are encouraged to apply for scholarships.  Two scholarships are available. Attendance requirement (attendance of 2 regular meetings) is mandatory to qualify for scholarships.  
Each region is responsible for a $20.00 door prize at the upcoming fall conference business meeting. After a unanimous vote, it was decided that the $20.00 door prize would be in the form of a gift card. 

State raffle e-mail will be forwarded from Jewell Wolfe (state chairman) regarding the selling of tickets for fall conference. We are encouraged to support the state raffle with selling the tickets. 

Next meeting will be held December 12, 2012, VA Beach DSS /James City DSS as an alternate location.
No further comments or concerns.

Meeting adjourned.
